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    Distinguished Co-chairmen of the International conference 
“Environmental Security in the Arctic Ocean”! Dear 
participants and guests of the Conference!    

 The Arctic environment as a great object of international cooperation is both an 
ancient and a topical subject. 

 It is an ancient subject because it has been re fl ected in the reports about the  fi rst 
voyages of Russian coast-dwellers to “The Ice Cold Sea”, in the sixteenth century 
decrees of the Russian Tsar Ivan Vasilievich about northern lands, in the early 
Canadian and Russian nature protection Arctic legislation. 

 It is also a modern subject because it is today, that economic ventures in the 
Arctic gain both in quantity and scale; a qualitatively new level of responsible inter-
national cooperation in this important area is called for. 

 The prime minister of Russia V.V. Putin in his speech on September 23 of this 
year [2010] at the international forum “The Arctic is a territory of dialogue” noted 
the importance of such cooperation in view of a “fragile Arctic ecosystem”, the 
necessity to follow “the most strong ecological standards” in this region. Otherwise, 
as the prime minister of the Russian Federation noted, the Arctic states would 
receive here “global problems instead of global bene fi ts.” 

 For Russia, whose continental Arctic coast is the world’s longest, the environ-
ment protection in the Arctic Ocean is also a strategic necessity. We must not allow 
in the Arctic an ecological catastrophe similar to the one, which has occurred this 
year in the Gulf of Mexico. Healthy ecosystems, stability of biological resources, 
preservation of unique  fl ora and region fauna, prevention of accidents on the seaways 
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of the Northern Sea Route, in the areas of exploitation of deposits on the Russian 
shelf are essential tasks both for the regional authorities of the Russian North, and 
for federal authorities. 

 The above-mentioned international Arctic forum in Moscow has already under-
lined the necessity of international cooperation of both the Arctic and non-Arctic 
states in the environment protection in the ice mass and water column of the high-
latitude Arctic, in the areas beyond the 200-mile exclusive economic zones of the 
 fi ve Arctic coastal states. Such cooperation is called for irrespective of the manner 
in which these Arctic states will delimit the Arctic continental shelf between them. 

 Cooperation, dialogue of interested states, scientists, representatives of respon-
sible business community are also necessary for the protection of the air and sea 
environment in these high-latitude areas, taking into account a possible intensi fi cation 
here of air and sea transportation of cargoes and passengers in the future. Probably, 
it is necessary to think thereupon about the harmonization of the environment 
protection legislation of the Arctic states, applicable to the Arctic. Because all of us 
are interested in using here strong ecological requirements and corresponding most 
successful legal mechanisms. 

 I wish all successes to such a signi fi cant international conference!      
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