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AGENDA 

Wednesday, June 11: Workshop on Restoring Arctic Exceptionalism 

9:00 – 9:30 Gather and Network: coffee and tea 

9:30 – 9:50 Opening Remarks and Welcome 

Speakers: Pavel Devyatkin 

Arctic Institute 

  Anatol Lieven 

Quincy Institute 

9:50 – 11:30 Risks and Opportunities for America from a Melting Arctic 

Moderator: Victoria Herrmann 

Arctic Institute 

Speakers: David Balton 

Arctic Initiative at Harvard Belfer Center 

George Beebe 

Quincy Institute 

Evan Bloom 

Centre for the Ocean and the Arctic, Arctic University of Norway 

Iris Ferguson 

Former U.S. Department of Defense Office for Arctic and Global Resilience 

Sara Olsvig (via Zoom) 

Inuit Circumpolar Council 

Anthony Russell 

Center for Arctic Study and Policy, U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

  Erin Sikorsky 

Center for Climate and Security 

11:30 – 12:30 US-China Arctic Cooperation and Security 

Moderator: Pavel Devyatkin 

Arctic Institute 

Speakers: Lyle Goldstein 

Defense Priorities & Brown University 

Zhao Long (via Zoom) 

Shanghai Institutes for International Studies 

Pan Min (via Zoom) 

Tongji University 

Hong Nong 

Institute for China-America Studies 
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12:30 – 01:30 Lunch 

01:30 – 03:00 US-Russia Arctic Cooperation and Security 

Moderator: Pavel Devyatkin 

Arctic Institute 

Speakers: Paul Arthur Berkman 

Science Diplomacy Center & International Science Council 

Thomas Graham 

Council on Foreign Relations 

Lassi Heininen (via Zoom) 

University of Helsinki & Arctic Yearbook 

Marlene Laruelle (via Zoom) 

George Washington University 

Anatol Lieven 

Quincy Institute 

  Alexander Sergunin (via Zoom) 

Saint Petersburg State University 

03:00 – 04:30 Arctic Council, Nordics and Indigenous Peoples Cooperation 

Moderator: Romain Chuffart 

Arctic Institute & Akureyri University 

Speakers: Edward Alexander 

Woodwell Climate Research Center & Gwich'in Council International 

Ole Jørgen Hammeken 

Arctic Without Borders 

Ilarion Merculieff (via Zoom) 

Global Center for Indigenous Leadership and Lifeways 

Galya Morrell 

Arctic Without Borders 

Andreas Raspotnik 

Arctic Institute & High North Center 

  Jennifer Spence 

Arctic Initiative at Harvard Belfer Center 

04:30 – 04:45 Coffee/Tea 

  

 

 

 



                                 

This document should not be distributed or reproduced without 

the written permission of the Quincy Institute and Arctic Institute.       

            3 

04:45 – 05:45 Governance on Geo-engineering 

Moderator: Anatol Lieven 

Quincy Institute 

Speakers: Romain Chuffart 

Arctic Institute & Akureyri University 

  Marisol Maddox 

Institute of Arctic Studies at Dartmouth Dickey Center 

  Dmitry Streletskiy 

George Washington University 

05:45 – 06:15 Summarizing Key Policy Recommendations & Next Steps 

Moderators: Romain Chuffart 

Arctic Institute & Akureyri University 

  Pavel Devyatkin 

Arctic Institute 

Cynthia Lazaroff 

Women Transforming Our Nuclear Legacy 

Anatol Lieven 

Quincy Institute 
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Thursday, June 12: Conference on Restoring Arctic Exceptionalism 

9:00 – 9:30 Gather and Network: coffee and tea 

9:30 – 10:00 Keynote Address on “The Transformation of the Arctic by 

Climate Change” 

Moderator: Victoria Herrmann 

Arctic Institute 

Speaker: Lisa Murkowski 

Senator from Alaska (R-AK) 

10:00 – 10:45 Panel Discussion with Arctic Diplomats 

Moderator: Victoria Herrmann 

Arctic Institute 

Speakers: Anniken Huitfeldt 

Ambassador of Norway to the USA 

  Jacob S. Isbosethsen 

Head of Greenland Representation to the USA 

 Jesper Møller Sørensen 

Ambassador of Denmark to the USA 

10:45 – 11:30 Panel Discussion on “Arctic Exceptionalism and Climate Crisis” 

Moderator: Cynthia Lazaroff 

Women Transforming Our Nuclear Legacy 

Speakers: Edward Alexander 

Woodwell Climate Research Center & Gwich'in Council International 

Pavel Devyatkin 

Arctic Institute 

Anatol Lieven 

Quincy Institute 

  Jennifer Spence 

Arctic Initiative at Harvard Belfer Center 

11:30 – 12:30 Close and Network: coffee and tea 
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PARTICIPANTS 
 

Edward Alexander 

Edward Alexander is the Senior Arctic Lead of the Woodwell Climate Research Center. 

Additionally, he represents the Gwich’in as the Co-Chair of Gwich’in Council International (GCI) 

and has been appointed by the Chiefs of Alaska for multiple terms. He recently completed a 

term as the GCI Head of Delegation to the Senior Arctic Officials, and the Conservation of Arctic 

Flora and Fauna, and continues to serve in the Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, and 

Response (EPPR) working groups of the Arctic Council. Additionally, he has served as the 

Co-Chair of the Arctic Council’s Chairship Initiative on Wildland Fire under the Norwegian 

Chairship. 

 

Eda Ayaydin 

Eda Ayaydin is a Teaching Fellow at the University of London Institute in Paris and a Visiting 

Research Fellow at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies at Ohio State 

University. Her work explores Arctic geopolitics, sovereignty, and non-Arctic interest in the 

region, with a particular focus on the performative dimensions of international relations. Her 

current projects examine narrative politics and how liberal actors respond to populist and 

revisionist narratives. 

 

David Balton 

David Balton is a Senior Fellow with the Harvard Kennedy School’s Arctic Initiative. He 

previously served as the Executive Director of the Arctic Executive Steering Committee, 

which coordinates U.S. Arctic policy, and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and 

Fisheries in the Department of State, attaining the rank of Ambassador in 2006. During the U.S. 

Arctic Council Chairmanship (2015-2017), he served as Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials. He 

also chaired or co-chaired negotiations that produced the 2011 Arctic Search and Rescue 

Agreement, the 2013 Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Agreement, and the 2018 Central Arctic Ocean 

Fisheries Agreement. 
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Justin Barnes 

Justin Barnes is a Predoctoral Research Fellow at the Belfer Center's Arctic Initiative and a PhD 

candidate at the Balsillie School of International Affairs. Barnes is also a Research Fellow at the 

North American and Arctic Defence and Security Network (NAADSN) and Canada Fellow at 

Polar Research and Policy Initiative (PRPI). Barnes is a Managing Editor at the Arctic Yearbook 

(arcticyearbook.com), an annual interdisciplinary peer-reviewed volume focused on Arctic 

politics, governance, and security. 

 

George Beebe 

George Beebe is director of grand strategy at the Quincy Institute. He spent more than two 

decades in government as an intelligence analyst, diplomat, and policy advisor, including as 

director of the CIA’s Russia analysis, director of the CIA’s Open Source Center, and as a staff 

advisor on Russia matters to Vice President Cheney. His book, The Russia Trap: How Our 

Shadow War with Russia Could Spiral into Nuclear Catastrophe (St. Martin’s Press, 2019), 

warned how the United States and Russia could stumble into a dangerous military 

confrontation. Prior to joining QI, George was Vice President and Director of Studies at the 

Center for the National Interest and before that he served as president of a technology company 

that measured the impact of events, issues, and advertising campaigns on audience views. He 

speaks Russian and German. 

 

Paul Arthur Berkman 

Professor Paul Arthur Berkman is a Fellow of the International Science Council and Fulbright 

Specialist 2024-2027 with the United States Department of State.  He founded the Science 

Diplomacy Center, Inc. nonprofit in the United States in 2022.  He is a Faculty Associate with 

the Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law School and a Visiting Distinguished Professor with 

the International Institute of Science Diplomacy and Sustainability (IISDS) in Malaysia.  In 2010 

at the University of Cambridge, Prof. Berkman chaired and co-directed with MGIMO University 

the first (and only) formal dialogue between NATO and Russia regarding security in the Arctic. 
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Evan Bloom 

Evan T. Bloom is a lawyer and former U.S. diplomat.  He is Senior Advisor to the Centre for the 

Ocean and the Arctic of the Arctic University of Norway, Polar Governance Chair at the Ted 

Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies and Adjunct Professor at the Institute for Marine and 

Antarctic Studies of the University of Tasmania.  At the U.S. Department of State he served as 

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and Fisheries and Director of the Office 

of Ocean and Polar Affairs.  Bloom helped establish the Arctic Council, negotiating its initial 

rules and documents in 1996 and he supervised U.S. representation in the Council from 2006 to 

2020.  

 

Judy Boyd 

Judy Boyd is a Senior Fellow at The Arctic Institute. Her research interests include national 

security, geopolitics, international law, and Arctic governance. She is currently Senior 

Information Law Counsel for the United States Coast Guard and a Colonel and Judge Advocate 

in the United States Army Reserve. 

 

Romain Chuffart 

Dr. Romain Chuffart is the President and Managing Director of The Arctic Institute - Center for 

Circumpolar Security Studies and the current Nansen Professor in Arctic Studies at the 

University of Akureyri in Iceland. He holds a PhD in law from Durham University and focuses on 

Arctic governance, international law, and Indigenous rights. His work supports policy 

development on environmental protection, ocean governance, and regional security. Romain 

has led research projects with partners across the Arctic and published widely on legal and 

political challenges in the region. He brings practical experience in international cooperation and 

stakeholder engagement to promote Arctic collaboration. 

 

August T. Desch 

Gus is a legislative assistant for Congressman Warren Davidson of Ohio, handling the 

congressman’s foreign affairs committee portfolio as well as broader defense and domestic 

policy issues. Previously he worked for Senator Mike Lee of Utah. Gus is a 2021 graduate of the 

University of Notre Dame and a 2025 Masters graduate from the Naval War College. Earlier this 

year Gus’s boss founded the Congressional Greenland Caucus to facilitate members of 

Congress learning more about Arctic security and trade issues.  
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Pavel Devyatkin 

Pavel Devyatkin is a Senior Associate and Leadership Group member at The Arctic Institute. An 

American of Russian ancestry, Pavel moved to Moscow in 2021 to work/study there during 

Russia’s Arctic Council chairmanship. Pavel teaches BA and MA courses on international 

relations at the Higher School of Economics. His research on Arctic security, cooperation, and 

U.S.-Russia-China relations has been published by the U.S. Department of Defense, Polar 

Journal, Russian International Affairs Council, Responsible Statecraft, and others. He has 

presented at events organized by the Arctic Council, Oxford University, Moscow State Institute 

of International Relations, Ocean University of China, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, and others. 

Pavel is a graduate of the London School of Economics and University College London. 

 

Mark Episkopos 

Mark Episkopos is a research fellow in the Quincy Institute’s Eurasia Program. He is also an 

Adjunct Professor of History at Marymount University. Episkopos holds a PhD in history from 

American University and a masters degree in international affairs from Boston University. His 

research focuses on great power competition and the international system, the transatlantic 

relationship, Russian foreign policy, military thought and capabilities, and domestic politics, and 

issues in Eastern European security. Episkopos was previously the National Security Reporter 

for The National Interest, where he wrote widely on military and foreign affairs topics. 

 

Iris Ferguson 

Iris A. Ferguson served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Arctic and Global 

Resilience.  In this role, she served as the principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense and 

senior leadership on protecting U.S. homeland and Allied interests in the Arctic region; 

managed oceans policy and the freedom of navigation program to uphold the maritime rules-

based order; addressed strategic resilience risks including critical minerals and energy security; 

and ensured the Department maintained innovation advantages in strategic competition. Prior to 

her current appointment, Ms. Ferguson was a Senior Advisor on Arctic and energy security 

issues for U.S. Air Force Futures and the Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations.  In 

those capacities, she authored and implemented the Department of the Air Force’s Arctic 

Strategy including advising on strategic initiatives, operations, and international partnerships 

related to the region.  
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Lyle Goldstein 

Lyle Goldstein is the Director of Asia Engagement at Defense Priorities. He maintains expertise 

in both Chinese and Russian military strategic development, and also has knowledge regarding 

particular issues in the China-Russia relationship, including especially the Arctic and Central 

Asia. Goldstein serves concurrently as Director of the China Initiative and Senior Fellow at the 

Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs at Brown University. 

 

Thomas Graham 

Thomas E. Graham is a distinguished fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. His book, 

Getting Russia Right, was published in September, 2023.  He is a cofounder of Yale University’s 

Russian, East European, and Eurasian studies program and sits on its faculty steering 

committee. He is also a research scholar at Yale’s MacMillan Center. He has been a lecturer in 

global affairs and political science since 2011, teaching courses on U.S.-Russian relations and 

Russian foreign policy, as well as cybersecurity and counterterrorism. Graham was special 

assistant to the president and senior director for Russia on the National Security Council staff 

from 2004 to 2007, during which he managed a White House-Kremlin strategic dialogue. He 

was director for Russian affairs on the staff from 2002 to 2004. 

 

Ole Jørgen Hammeken 

Ole Jørgen Hammeken is an Inuit elder born in Nuuk, Greenland. He is a polar explorer, artist, 

actor, author and educator. Trained as a lawyer in Copenhagen, he chose to return to his 

fatherland to work with neglected Inuit children and preserve local culture and traditions. To the 

general audience he is known as a lead actor playing the old polar bear hunter Ikuma in 

Greenlandic film INUK that has won over 25 prizes at international film festivals. He led and 

participated in many expeditions in the Arctic, including The Polar Passage 2000 – a 

circumnavigation of the Arctic Ocean in a small open boat. Ole Jørgen is a fellow international at 

The Explorers Cub in New York. He was featured in many documentaries dedicated to the 

Arctic such as Silent Snow, Inuit School, La Longue Trace and others. He regularly talks as an 

expert on climate change and indigenous issues on BBC, Euronews, CBS, National Geographic 

and others. The world’s northernmost mountain in Peary Land, Hammeken Point, was named 

after him. 
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Guobjorg Rikey Hauksdottir 

Ríkey Hauksdóttir is a Predoctoral Research Fellow with the Belfer Center’s Arctic Initiative and 

a PhD Candidate at the University of Iceland, where she researches China-Russia relations in 

the Arctic. She is also a research fellow at the North American and Arctic Defence and Security 

Network. She previously worked as a Project Manager at the Centre for Arctic Studies and has 

a background in journalism and radio broadcasting. 

 

Lassi Heininen 

Dr. Lassi Heininen is a Professor Emeritus, Visiting Researcher at Aleksanteri Institute, 

University of Helsinki; Adjunct Graduate Faculty Member at Trent University, Ontario; Editor of 

Arctic Yearbook; Leader of the Univesity of the Arctic Thematic Network on Geopolitics & 

Security. His research fields include IR, Geopolitics, Security Studies, Environmental Politics, 

Arctic Studies, with a recent focus on cooperation in world politics / IR. Among his latest 

publications are “From Neutrality and Peacemaking to Military Alignment – Finland’s Illusive 

Geopolitical Imagination” (Global Arctic Handbook by Springer); “Environmental Security is 

‘Must’ vis-a-vis Military Security, Not a ‘Substitution’” (Strategic Analysis by Routledge); 

”Geopolitical Features, Common Interests and the Climate Crisis: The Case of the Arctic” 

(Geneva Paper 35/2024). 

 

Victoria Herrmann 

Dr. Victoria Herrmann is a Senior Fellow and Leadership Group member at The Arctic Institute, 

where her research focuses on climate change, community adaptation, resilient development, 

and geopolitics. From 2016 to 2021, Victoria was the President and Managing Director of The 

Arctic Institute, where she led the U.S. incorporation and global growth of TAI as a premiere 

think and do tank. Previously, she was TAI’s North America Director. Victoria has testified 

before the U.S. Senate, served as the Alaska Review Editor for the Fourth National Climate 

Assessment, contributes to The Guardian and Scientific American on climate policy, and was 

named one of the most 100 influential people in climate policy worldwide in 2022 by Apolitical. 

She has published in many peer-review journals and her expert opinion has appeared on CNN, 

BBC, and NPR among others, and was a 2021-2022 White House Fellow. 
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Nong Hong 

Dr. HONG Nong is the Executive Director and Senior Fellow of the Institute for China–America  

Studies. She was ITLOS-Nippon Fellow for International Dispute Settlement and Visiting Fellow 

at Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security, the Center of Oceans Law and 

Policy, University of Virginia, and at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 

International Law. Her research takes an interdisciplinary approach to examining international 

relations and international law, with focus on ocean governance in East Asia and the Arctic; law 

of the sea; international security; and international dispute settlement and conflict resolution. 

Her selected monographs include US and China Global Maritime Relations (Routledge, 2024), 

China’s Role in the Arctic: Observing and Being Observed (London and New York: Routledge, 

2020), UNCLOS and Ocean Dispute Settlement: Law and Politics in the South China Sea 

(Routledge, 2012). 

 

Amy Myers Jaffe 

Amy Myers Jaffe serves as Director of the Energy, Climate Justice and Sustainability Lab at 

New York University’s School of Professional Studies and is a research professor who teaches 

graduate-level courses examining global climate finance, clean technology innovation and 

business, and energy and climate justice. A leading expert on global energy policy, 

sustainability, and geopolitical risk, Jaffe is author of several books, including her most recent 

book, “Energy’s Digital Future” published in 2021 by Columbia University Press. Ms. Jaffe is a 

non-resident Senior Fellow at the Climate Policy Lab at Tufts University and a regular 

contributor to the popular podcast “The Energy Gang.” From 2014 to 2017, Ms. Jaffe served as 

senior advisor on sustainability to the Office of the Chief Investment Officer of the University of 

California, Regents, where she helped design the sustainable investing framework for the UC’s 

$140 billion pension and endowment funds. 
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Michael Kiselycznyk 

Mike Kiselycznyk works in the Office of the Ambassador-at-Large for Arctic Affairs at the 

Department of State and was the senior advisor to the first-ever U.S. Arctic Ambassador, Mike 

Sfraga. A Foreign Service Officer since 2011, he has served as the Political-Military and 

External Affairs Unit Chief in Warsaw, Poland (2020-2023), Assistant to the Ambassador in 

Kabul, Afghanistan (2018-2019), a Political-Military Officer in Seoul, South Korea (2015-2018), a 

Consular Officer in Beijing, China (2013-2015), and a Human Rights Officer in Abuja, Nigeria 

(2011-2013).  Prior to joining the Foreign Service, he was a Research Assistant at the National 

Defense University – Institute for National Strategic Study, where he published on Chinese civil-

military relations and military transparency. 

 

Kathleen Larkin 

Kathleen Larkin has served as the U.S. Department of State's Arctic Security Officer since 2019.  

She joined as a Presidential Management Fellow in 2013 and served as a budget analyst in the 

Bureau of Budget and Planning until 2015.  During her fellowship, she participated in 

development rotations on the Albania Desk and in the Political and Economic Section at U.S. 

Embassy Lisbon, Portugal.  From 2015-2019, Kathleen worked as the Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Desk Officer.  From July 2024-February 2025, Kathleen served as the Director for the Balkans 

and Central Europe at the National Security Council, leading interagency efforts in seventeen 

countries. 

 

Marlene Laruelle 

Marlene Laruelle, Ph.D., is Research Professor of International Affairs and Political Science at 

the Elliott School of International Affairs, The George Washington University.  She is also 

Director of the Illiberalism Studies Program at GW and the former director of the Institute for 

European, Russian and Eurasian Studies (IERES). She has been working on Russia’s Arctic 

policies for years and her new book, co-authored with Jean Radvanyi, Russia’s Arctic. Strategic 

Front, Economic Challenges, and Climate Change, will be published in the fall by Bloomsbury. 
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Cynthia Lazaroff 

Cynthia Lazaroff is the Founder of Women Transforming Our Nuclear Legacy and 

NuclearWakeUpCall.Earth. She has practiced Track II diplomacy and founded groundbreaking 

U.S.-Russian exchanges since the early 1980s. Cynthia is facilitating a Track II initiative to 

advance the meaningful participation of Ukrainian and Russian women and civil society in the 

peace process to ensure a sustainable peace. She is organizing Bering Strait for Peace, an 

expedition and exchange with Indigenous Peoples, in partnership with Arctic Without Borders, 

Wisdom Weavers of the World and The Arctic Institute. Cynthia is the author of Dawn of a New 

Armageddon and a recipient of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation’s Women Waging Peace 

Award. 

 

Andrei Ledenev 

Andrei Ledenev is Minister-Counsellor, Deputy Chief of Mission Embassy of the Russian 

Federation in the United States. Andrei Ledenev has been working as Minister-Counsellor and 

Deputy Chief of Mission of the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C. since August 2022. He is 

responsible for foreign policy and economic issues. Mr Ledenev’s tenure started in January 

2022, when he arrived to D.C. as Senior Counsellor and Head of Economic Office of the 

Embassy. His prior postings abroad include Ottawa (2014-2017), London (2010-2014), as well 

as Washington, D.C. (2003-2008). While in Moscow in between foreign assignments, Andrei 

worked at the North American Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, covering 

issues of economic cooperation with the U.S. and Canada. He graduated from the Moscow 

State Institute of International Relations in 2001, where he studied international finance and 

banking. Mr Ledenev was born in 1979. He is married with two children. 

 

Anatol Lieven 

Anatol Lieven is Director of the Eurasia Program at the Quincy Institute for Responsible 

Statecraft in Washington DC. He holds a BA and Ph.D. in history from Cambridge University in 

England. His latest book, Climate Change and the Nation State, was published in paperback in 

2021 by Penguin (UK) Oxford University Press. The second edition of his book America Right or 

Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism appeared in 2012.  From 1986 to 1998, Anatol 

Lieven worked as a British journalist in South Asia, Afghanistan, the former Soviet Union and 

Eastern Europe. He is author of several books on these regions and writes on them for the 

media. 



                                 

This document should not be distributed or reproduced without 

the written permission of the Quincy Institute and Arctic Institute.       

            14 

 

Anastasia Likhacheva 

Dr. Anastasia Likhacheva works as Dean of the Faculty of World Economy and International 

Affairs at the Higher School of Economics (HSE), Russia. Her key area of expertise is 

international political economy with implications for Russian foreign policy. 

She ran the ThinkArctic Project within the Chairmanship of Russia in the Arctic Council 2021-

2023. In 2022, she edited a book Arctic Fever: Political, Economic & Environmental Aspects in 

Palgrave Macmillan. The book united scholars from 11 countries and dozens of academic 

institutions. Currently she supervises PhD research on Arctic regimes and supports Arctic 

studies at the HSE WEIA faculty. 

 

Rebecca Lynge 

Rebecca Lynge is Deputy Head of the Greenland Representation to the US and Canada since 

2023. She has served the Government of Greenland’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs since 2015, 

where she initially covered trade policy. In 2016, Rebecca was appointed the Kingdom of 

Denmark's Head of Delegation to the Arctic Council's Sustainable Development Working Group 

(SDWG). Rebecca also represented Greenland on indigenous issues, working to achieve the 

goals of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. From 2017 - 2020, Rebecca 

was posted as First Secretary to the Greenland Representation in Washington, D.C. Here her 

work focused on raising awareness, putting Greenland and Arctic issues on the agenda and 

cultivating relevant partnerships and networks with the United States and Canada. Rebecca 

was also Policy Adviser on human rights and indigenous issues at the Permanent Mission of 

Denmark to the United Nations in New York and served as Greenland’s Senior representative to 

the Arctic Council. 
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Marisol Maddox 

Marisol Maddox is a Senior Arctic Fellow at the Institute of Arctic Studies in the Dickey Center at 

Dartmouth. She serves as a Senior Associate (non-resident) in the Europe, Russia, and Eurasia 

Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). She is a non-resident 

research fellow at the Center for Climate and Security, and a term member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations. Her transdisciplinary research considers the Arctic nexus of climate change, 

security, and geopolitics. Maddox served as an Arctic subject matter expert at the non-partisan 

Woodrow Wilson Center's Polar Institute from 2018-2025. She holds a master's degree in 

international security with a concentration in transnational challenges from George Mason 

University’s Schar School, and a bachelor's degree in environmental studies with a 

concentration in ecosystems from SUNY Binghamton. 

 

Ilarion Merculieff 

Ilarion (Kuuyux) Merculieff is co-founder and former chairman of the Alaska Indigenous Council 

on Marine Mammals; former chairman of the Nature Conservancy, Alaska chapter; former co-

director of the Native American Fish and Wildlife Society, Alaska chapter; as well as co-founder 

of the International Bering Sea Forum, the Alaska Forum on the Environment, and the Alaska 

Oceans Network. Merculieff served on the National Research Council Committee on the Bering 

Sea Ecosystem and presented at numerous scientific conferences. He is president of the Global 

Center for Indigenous Leadership and Lifeways. 

 

Galya Morrell 

Galya Morrell is a polar explorer and environmental artist, she has spent over 50 years living 

and traveling across the Arctic. Born into a Komi-Pomor family, she follows in the footsteps of 

reindeer herders and sea mammal hunters. Her rare genre—visual synthetic performance on 

drifting sea ice—fuses Indigenous tradition with modern expression. Her nomadic exhibitions 

travel by dog sled, reindeer, Arctic horse, kayak, and boat to the world’s most remote 

communities. With her Greenlandic husband, Ole Jørgen Hammeken, she co-founded Arctic 

Without Borders, Arctic Arts and Expedition Avannaa, citizen diplomacy initiatives fostering 

cultural bridges to the world’s most isolated communities affected by climate and societal 

change. They offer a unique view of the people and their natural habitats in the hardest-to-reach 

places that otherwise stay invisible to the eyes of decision makers and general audiences 

worldwide. 
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George Noll 

George Noll is a member of the US senior foreign service with the rank of Minister Counselor. 

He joined the Department of State in 1997 and most recently served as head of the Office of 

Palestinian Affairs in Jerusalem. His other assignments include deputy minister counselor for 

economic affairs at the US Embassy in Seoul, counselor for global affairs at the US Embassy in 

Berlin, interim chargé d’affaires at the US Embassy in Minsk, the transatlantic diplomacy fellow 

at the German Foreign Ministry in Berlin, senior energy officer at the US Embassy in Moscow, 

and deputy political/economic counselor at the US Embassy in Oslo. He also served in Istanbul 

and in Washington, DC on the Russia and Nordic/Baltic desks. 

 

Sara Olsvig 

Sara Olsvig is Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council in the term 2022 to 2026. Olsvig is a long-

time Indigenous Peoples’ rights and human rights defender, and a politician who has served as 

member of the Parliament of Denmark (2011–2015) and the Parliament of Greenland (2013–

2018). Olsvig was Vice Premier and Minister for Social Affairs, Families, Gender Equality and 

Justice in the Government of Greenland from 2016 to 2018. Sara Olsvig actively contributed to 

the work of the Constitutional Commission of Greenland, the Human Rights Council of 

Greenland and was member of the UN Secretary-General’s Panel on Critical Energy Transition 

Minerals. Olsvig holds a Master of Science in Anthropology and currently pursues a PhD-degree 

at Ilisimatusarfik, the University of Greenland. Olsvig is a recipient of the 2023 Womenomics 

Inclusion Award. Sara Olsvig is Inuk, and was born in Nuuk, Greenland, where she resides with 

her partner and their children. 
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Pan Min 

Dr. PAN Min is a professor at the School of Political Science and International Relations, Tongji 

University. She obtained her Ph.D. in History from Nanjing University in 2003. Dr. PAN has long 

been dedicated to research on international polar issues. She has conducted academic visits 

and attended conferences in Arctic and other countries, as well as conducted field research in 

both the Arctic and Antarctic. She has published over 70 academic papers in both domestic and 

international journals, along with four monographs, three translated works, and more than 20 

research reports. Dr. PAN is also passionate about polar science popularization and has 

actively engaged in public education through platforms and primary and secondary school 

classrooms. 

 

Stephanie Pezard 

Dr. Stephanie Pezard is a Senior Political Scientist and Associate Director of the Defense and 

Political Sciences Department at the RAND Corporation. Her research focuses on Arctic 

security and governance, European defense and security, security cooperation, deterrence, and 

escalation. Prior to joining RAND, Dr. Pezard worked as a Researcher with the Geneva-based 

Small Arms Survey. She was also a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University and a Transatlantic 

Post-Doctoral Fellow for International Relations and Security. She holds an MA (Contemporary 

History) from Sciences-Po in Paris and a Ph.D. (International Relations) from the Graduate 

Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva. 

 

Andreas Raspotnik 

Dr. Andreas Raspotnik is a Senior Fellow and Leadership Group member at The Arctic Institute. 

Andreas’ primary affiliations are as Director of the High North Center for Business and 

Governance at Nord University in Bodø, Norway, as well as a Senior Researcher at the Fridtjof 

Nansen Institute (FNI) in Oslo. He is also a Senior Fellow at the Institute of European Studies, 

University of California, Berkeley and was until recently a Global Fellow at the Global Europe 

Program of the Wilson Center in Washington, DC, where he also held a position as Austrian 

Marshall Plan Fellow from September 2021 to May 2022. 

 

 

 

 



                                 

This document should not be distributed or reproduced without 

the written permission of the Quincy Institute and Arctic Institute.       

            18 

Sandra Rossiter 

Sandra Rossiter is First Secretary (Political) at the Embassy of Canada in Washington D.C. She 

is First Secretary in the Foreign, Defence and Health Policy section at the Embassy with a focus 

on the Arctic. 

 

Liva Stang Rugsveen 

Liva Stang Rugsveen serves as First Secretary at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in 

Washington D.C. She covers Security Policy, Arctic issues, and Europe/Eurasian Affairs 

with a special emphasis on Russia and Ukraine. Liva is a career diplomat and has previously 

been posted to Moscow, Russia and Baku, Azerbaijan. She joined the Foreign Service in 2018. 

Before being posted abroad she worked in the Department of Security Policy and High North 

with a focus on Ukraine as well as Central Asia. Before joining the Foreign Service, Liva worked 

at the Military Academy in Oslo. Liva has a background in History and Russian Studies from the 

University of Oslo, Baltic State Technical University in St. Petersburg, and American University 

in Washington D.C. She graduated from the University of Oslo with a M.A. in Peace and Conflict 

Studies. 

 

Anthony Russell 

Tony Russell is the Executive Director of the Center for Arctic Study and Policy (CASP) at the 

U.S. Coast Guard Academy. CASP’s mission is to increase the effectiveness of governance and 

security in the Arctic by promoting research and academic thought, broadening partnerships, 

and educating future leaders about the changing Arctic. CASP contributes to the modernization 

of Arctic security by supporting and informing U.S. Coast Guard decision-making and innovation 

toward the objective of advancing holistic security across the Arctic. Through outreach to 

maritime operators, academia, Arctic communities, international partners, and other key 

stakeholders, CASP builds robust interdisciplinary collaborations to achieve U.S. Coast Guard, 

DHS, and national Arctic objectives. Tony brings nearly 30 years of relevant organizational 

leadership, strategic analysis, and Coast Guard operational experience to the position. 

 

Alexander Sergunin 

Alexander Sergunin is Professor of International Relations, St. Petersburg State University, and 

Director, Center for Arctic Studies & Projects, North-West Institute of Management, Russian 

Academy of National Economy & Public Administration, Russia. He holds a Ph.D. (history) from 
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the Moscow State University (1985) and Habilitation (political science) from the St. Petersburg 

State University (1994). His fields of research and teaching include Russian foreign policy 

thinking and making, as well as Arctic studies. His most recent publications include: 

“Understanding Russia’s Arctic Security Strategies,” Strategic Analysis (2024) and “On the New 

US Military Strategy in the Arctic,” Arctic and North (2024). 

 

Erin Sikorsky 

Erin Sikorsky is the Director of the Center for Climate and Security, a non-profit, non-partisan 

institute of the Council on Strategic Risks. She previously served in the US intelligence 

community for over a decade, and is the author of the forthcoming book, "Climate Change on 

the Battlefield." 

 

Jennifer Spence 

Jennifer Spence is the Director of the Arctic Initiative at Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer 

Center for Science and International Affairs. Spence co-chairs the Arctic Research Cooperation 

and Diplomacy Research Priority Team for the Fourth International Conference on Arctic 

Research Planning (ICARP IV), participates as a member of the Climate Expert Group for the 

Arctic Council’s Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme, and sits as a member of the 

Yukon Arctic Security Advisory Council. Spence was the Executive Secretary of the Arctic 

Council’s Sustainable Development Working Group from 2019-2023. Previously, she taught and 

conducted research at Carleton University and worked for a 2-year term at the United Nations 

Development Programme. She also worked for 18 years with the Government of Canada in 

senior positions related to resource management, conflict and change management, strategic 

planning, and leadership development. Spence holds a Ph.D. in public policy from Carleton 

University, a Master of Arts from Royal Roads University in conflict management and analysis, 

and a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in political science from the University of British Columbia. 
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Dmitry Streletsky 

Dr. Dmitry (Dima) Streletskiy is a Professor of Geography and International Affairs at George 

Washington University. His research is focused on understanding diverse impacts of 

environmental change on nature, people and infrastructure of the Arctic. Streletskiy is the Past 

President of the United States Permafrost Association and the Chair of Global Terrestrial 

Network for Permafrost. He is teaching graduate and undergraduate courses in areas of 

physical geography and natural hazards, Arctic, and Russia. 

 

Michael D. Swaine 

Michael D. Swaine is a senior research fellow in the Quincy Institute’s East Asia Program and is 

one of the most prominent American scholars of Chinese security studies. At the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace, he worked for nearly twenty years as a senior fellow 

specializing in Chinese defense and foreign policy, U.S.-China relations, and East Asian 

international relations. Before that, Swaine served as a senior policy analyst at the RAND 

Corporation. 

 

Astan Tugov 

Astan Tugov has been working at the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C. since October 

2021. He is covering bilateral and military-political issues. Previously, Mr.Tugov’s portfolio 

included economic topics and cooperation in the Arctic. Before his assignment in the United 

States Mr.Tugov worked at the Russian MFA’s Department for Arms control and 

nonproliferation with particular emphasize on Russia-U.S. strategic dialogue and the P5 format. 

His prior posting abroad included multilateral experience as a junior diplomat at the Permanent 

mission of the Russian Federation to International organizations in Nairobi, Kenya. Mr. Tugov 

graduated from the Moscow State Institute of International Relation in 2013, where he studied 

political science and international economy. He was born in 1991. 
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Zhao Long 

Prof. Zhao Long is Deputy Director and Senior Fellow at the Institute for International Strategic 

and Security Studies, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS), and a Council Member 

of the China National Association for International Studies. His research focuses on global 

governance, major power relations, and Arctic affairs. He has published extensively in academic 

journals and policy platforms on these topics. Prof. Zhao was a visiting scholar at the German 

Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP) in Berlin and the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C. From 2015 to 2016, he served on secondment to the 

Department of Treaty and Law at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC. 
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CONFERENCE STAFF 

 
Artin Dersimonian 

Artin DerSimonian is a junior research fellow in the Eurasia program at the Quincy Institute for 

Responsible Statecraft. He earned a Masters of Science in Russian, East European, and 

Eurasian studies from the University of Glasgow in 2022. 

 

Zoe Desch 

Zoe Desch is the executive assistant to the CEO of the Quincy Institute and a recent graduate 

from the University of Notre Dame, majoring in Political Science and Studio Art. She participated 

in the Notre Dame International Security Center’s fellow program and wrote a capstone piece on 

industrial espionage, intellectual property theft, and technology with a focus on U.S.-China 

relations. She has also worked at the National Defense Industrial Association, at the Emerging 

Technologies Institute, at the National Defense University with the Global Supply Chains lead, 

and on the Hill as an intern. She plans to pursue a career in national security policy. 

 

Andrew Earvolino 

Andrew Earvolino is a senior communications associate at the Quincy Institute. He holds a B.A. 

in Global Politics from Washington and Lee University and a M.A. in International Affairs from 

The George Washington University Elliott School, concentrating in International Security 

Studies. 

 

Jessica Rosenblum  

Jessica Rosenblum is a strategic communications professional with 20 years of experience 

working at the intersection of foreign policy and domestic politics. She previously served as J 

Street’s Senior Vice President of Public Engagement, where she developed an integrated 

communications, media and public affairs strategy to drive thought leadership on the conflict, 

diplomacy and the U.S. role in the Middle East. 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 

Both days will be at 1333 H Street NW, 10th floor. Please bring an ID to enter the building. 

Please check the Google maps link as there are two near-identical addresses in DC. Metro 

Center is a 5 minute walk from the conference venue. There is a parking garage at the building. 

 

Day 1 private workshop: 9:00 AM to 6:15 PM 

Day 2 public conference: 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

 

Workshop format 

Each session will have 5-7 minutes of opening remarks by each listed speaker, followed by 40-

50 mins of moderated discussion with questions/comments from the whole group. 

 

Meals 

June 11 

Coffee/tea/juice and pastries 8:30-11 AM and 4 PM. 

Lunch 12:30-1:30 PM. 

 

Optional dinner for speakers on June 11, with drinks starting at 6:30 PM. Location TBC. Please 

contact Zoe Desch to confirm attendance and notify about any allergies. 

 

June 12 

Coffee/tea/juice at 9 AM and 11:30 AM. 

 

Organizer contacts 

Zoe Desch zoe@quincyinst.org or +1 574-310-5862 

Pavel Devyatkin pavel.devyatkin@thearcticinstitute.org or +4915207226502 

(Whatsapp/Telegram/Signal) 

 

Privacy notice 

Please follow Chatham House rules: Anyone who comes to the meeting is free to use 

information from the discussion, but is not allowed to reveal who made any particular comment. 

This is designed to increase openness of discussion. 

 

Please refrain from taking photos or videos of participants without first asking for their 

permission / explicit authorization. Kindly note, the organizers will not circulate photos / media of 

the meeting without permission, and we ask all participants to please refrain from sharing 

personal information about participants and staff on social media or elsewhere without their 

explicit authorization. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1333+H+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20005,+USA/@38.9004856,-77.0360396,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b79677f37aa5:0xc650fa0f528e13d7!8m2!3d38.9004815!4d-77.0311687!16s%2Fg%2F12jshvy0b?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDUwNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1333+H+St+NW,+Washington,+DC+20005,+USA/@38.9004856,-77.0360396,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b79677f37aa5:0xc650fa0f528e13d7!8m2!3d38.9004815!4d-77.0311687!16s%2Fg%2F12jshvy0b?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDUwNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:zoe@quincyinst.org
mailto:pavel.devyatkin@thearcticinstitute.org

